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Upcoming Events
February 5

Marking Period 2 Ends

February 6
HECAC Meeting

February 7
Pre K Day of Visitation

February 9
Spring Awakening

7:00 PM

February 10
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

Spring Awakening
7:00 PM

February 11
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

February 12
Marking Period 2 

Report Cards Distributed

February 13
HBOE Meeting

January 29, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Early Childhood Education
Making Collections is a Tools of the Mind math activity that focuses on counting and one-to-
one correspondence while reinforcing additional skills like team work, turn-taking and sharing. 
This week, some students are using their counting skills to count their classroom collections of 
stethoscopes, band-aids and other hospital related items to introduce their new theme. Students 
are also learning new vocabulary words to accompany their collections.  It has been wonderful 
to watch children transition skills from making collections into counting, turn-taking and labeling 
during play planning and centers.  

Making Collections also supports team building and self regulation skills as children take turns 
and work together. Some children brought their collections from home and used that opportunity 
to  share with their classmates.  Other students used their collections to enhance other TOTM 
activities such as science eyes and learning facts.  We know children are truly understanding their 
new learning when they independently incorporate the skill into their daily routine. 

Our parent resource website has been updated to include PIRT parent workshops.  Please follow the 
link below to see what has been included.  Reach out to Dr. Yesenia Flores, Licensed Psychologist 
and member of our PIRT at yesenia.flores@hoboken.k12.nj.us if you have specific topics you would 
like to see represented on our site.  Parent Resource Site

HOPES is seeking any preschool parents interested in joining a parenting group.  Topics will be 
parent-directed and vary by month (stress, communication, discipline, etc.).  The group will take 
place monthly at either Rue or Connors and timing will be based on parent feedback.  Anyone 
interested in joining the group should email Ellen Samitt, HOPES Mental Health and Disabilities 
Coordinator at esamitt@hopes.org. 

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope that you had an enjoyable evening with family and friends. 
I have many exciting things to share with you in this edition of The 
Herald. Please join me in congratulating nominees for Teacher and 
Education Service Professional of the Year from each of our schools:

I’d like thank all of our parents, students, and staff who helped make 
our inaugural Hoboken Middle School Expo a booming success last 
week. 5th and 6th grade families from each of our elementary schools 
were welcomed by Dr. Davis and a series of student performances 
before touring Hoboken Middle School and participating in different 
classroom activities hosted by our dedicated teachers. There are a 
number of activities planned to prepare our current 6th grade students 
for entry into Hoboken Middle School in September 2018 and have 
decided to include our current 5th grade students in a number of 
these activities and experiences in order to generate excitement 
about their entry in September 2019.

There is a Hoboken Middle School Parent Advisory Committee 
Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 31st from 6:00 PM to 
7:00 PM in the Hoboken Middle School Cafeteria. The group will 
be planning upcoming events for the remainder of the school year.  
Please feel free to attend if you are interested in assisting. 

Our 8th grade Hoboken Middle School Tigers joined nearly 300 other 
8th grade students to participate in a day of STEM learning, teamwork, 
and innovation on January 24th at Stevens Institute of Technology. In 
one activity, students learned about neuroscience and the importance 
of preventing concussions by creating their own helmets. In another 
activity, students created cars from various materials and studied the 
different ways forces and motions can affect objects. Our students 
also enjoyed interacting with the motorized model vehicle that was 
built by Stevens students. A huge shout out goes to the Hoboken 
Family Alliance for organizing this wonderful event. 

As you know, the Hoboken School District integrates STEM learning 
across disciplines. Our curriculum embeds NJ Core Content Standards, 
along with the Next Generation Science and those essential learning 
outcomes identified through Project Lead the Way.  I am proud to 
announce that STEM in the Hoboken Public School District was 
highlighted in the latest edition of the Hudson Reporter’s 07030 
Magazine! Click here and take a look at pages 22-25 to check us out! 

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education after 
high school. There are, however, many different ways to pursue a 
post-secondary education and each have a value in the current and 
projected economy. Finding the right fit for each student is critical to 
ensure that they make a wise investment and are adequately prepared 
to be successful. Enrolling in one of our exciting Summer Programs 
can help students find the right path toward a future career of choice. 
Use the links provided to find out more about all of our exciting High 
School Summer Learning Opportunities, and here to learn more 
about our College & Career Readiness Programming.

Our phenomenal 5th and 6th grade musicians had a wonderful 
experience at Chamber Music Day at Montclair State University on 
Saturday, January 27th. This was an exciting opportunity for our 
talented young musicians to apply their learning of chamber music 
pieces, make new friends, and perform for family members and peers! 
Our students also had the opportunity to take lessons from university 
professors and students enrolled in the Cali School of Music.  They 
also sat in on a number of different workshops including a West African 
drumming,singing and dancing class! Thanks to Ms. Safko, Mr. Enrico 
and Mr. Stasiak for organizing this experience and for participating.  

We had a great first semester of Passport to Learning.  There were 
expanded course offerings, fun and exciting guest speakers, and truly 
wonderful performances. In addition to what our students have already 
produced, be on the lookout for upcoming shows and publications!. 
On behalf of Mr. Della Fave, I’d also  like to invite you to our first 
ever Passport to Learning Back to School Night, which will be held 
Wednesday, February 21st. More information will be distributed in 
the coming weeks. Please be reminded that Passport to Learning will 
begin its second semester on Monday, February 5th.

At the January Board of Education Meeting, a presentation was 
made exemplifying the different footprints, complexities, and needs 
of each school within our District. The presentation shows a major 
shift in our district’s socio-economic and diversity footprints. As the 
Hoboken Public School District addresses current challenges and 
assesses advancements, it must also strive to execute new strategies.  
You may access the presentation on our website by visiting the 
Board of Education page and clicking on Presentations.  There you 
will find the Diversity, Inclusion and Global Learning Presentation 
from January 16, 2018.  Shortly, a climate and culture survey will be 
distributed to school district stakeholders and invitations will be sent 
to all families and staff members interested in participating in an 
advisory group.  The goal is to better understand our district in terms 
of human resources, school enrollment & placement, curriculum & 
access to learning opportunities, college & career readiness, student 
health & wellbeing, and global learning, and to generate a set of 
recommendations that will contribute to a Board of Education Policy 
on Diversity, Inclusion, and Global Learning.

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

College & Career Readiness

  The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing a solid 
framework for all students to be successful in their chosen path after 
graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High School graduate identifies 
the knowledge, skills, readiness and dispositions our students should 
have in order to be ready to effectively navigate college, career and 
future opportunities. This solid foundation has positively influenced 
our students to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally 
influence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education after 
high school. There are, however, many different ways to pursue a 
post-secondary education and each have a value in the current and 
projected economy. Finding the right fit for each student is critical to 

ensure that they make a wise investment and are adequately prepared to be successful. 

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of 
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all of our upcoming college visits, 
student and parent workshops, and events.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic programs, clubs and 
sports!

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

Chamber Day
Our phenomenal 5th and 6th grade musicians had a wonderful experience at Chamber Music 
Day at Montclair State University on Saturday, January 27th. This was an exciting opportunity for 
our talented young musicians to apply their learning of chamber music pieces, make new friends, 
and perform for family members and peers! Our students also had the opportunity to take lessons 
from university professors and students enrolled in the Cali School of Music.  They also sat in on 
a number of different workshops including a West African drumming,singing and dancing class! 
Thanks to Ms. Safko, Mr. Enrico and Mr. Stasiak for organizing this experience and for participating.  

Passport to Learning

We had a great first semester of Passport to 
Learning.  There were expanded course offerings, 
fun and exciting guest speakers, and truly wonderful 
performances. In addition to what our students have 
already produced, be on the lookout for upcoming 
shows and publications!. 

On behalf of Mr. Della Fave, I’d also  like to invite you 
to our first ever Passport to Learning Back to School 
Night, which will be held Wednesday, February 21st. 
More information will be distributed in the coming 
weeks. 

Please be reminded that Passport to Learning will 
begin its second semester on Monday, February 5th.

Stevens STEM-a-thon
Our 8th grade Hoboken Tigers joined nearly 300 other eighth grade students to participate in a day 
of STEM learning, teamwork, and innovation on January 24th at Stevens Institute of Technology.  In 
one activity, students learned about neuroscience and the importance of preventing concussions 
by creating their own helmets. In another activity focused on force and motion, students created 
cars from various materials to study the different ways forces and motions can affect certain objects, 
before studying a motorized model built by Stevens students. 
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